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News 
9th International Aikido Tournament & Festival
London 2011

Adam Keeble and Les Smith of the Essex Aikido Dojo (Shoshinkan) represented the Zen Eikoku Tomiki Aikido Renmei at the International Aikido Tournament hosted by the BAA at the Brunel Sports Complex, Uxbridge, Middlesex. 11th to 14th August 2011. 

Les & Adam entered the open kata section and managed to get through to the quarter finals, they also attend some of the courses that were arranged with the various Japanese Sensei and Shihan.

Adam Keeble Nariyama Shihan & Les Smith
The organisation of this event was second to none. It showed that British Tomiki / Shodokan Aikido both on and off the mat are a very high standard.
Zen Eikoku Tomiki Aikido Renmei Badges
Zen Eikoku Tomiki Aikido Renmei are now available, these can be ordered from ZETAR dojo leaders. The cost of these badges is £2.50.
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I would like to say firstly, a massive thank you to our fantastic team of SOTR instructors Ken Broome, Shaun Hoddy, Chris Stamate, Mick Pratt and Jim Dempster.

Thank you to Jim Dempster, Julian Goldsmith, and Castle Community College who let us use their mats for the event. Thank you SAGA for the amazing venue, and for supplying the food and water.

Next I would like to thank those who helped with all the running around collecting and laying mats, moving tables, selling merchandise, cleaning up, entertaining the juniors, and driving duties. To Julian Goldsmith for looking after the activity on the junior mat. Also to my Mum for making the sandwiches, Yvette and Emma for the cakes & ninjabread men, and to all those who helped us in any way during the event. Thank you so much, and much love to you all. We quite simply could not have done it without you.

Our thanks go to Mark Ball for being on hand with his First Aid skills. He did a fantastic job.

Huge thanks to Rob Darling and Julian Goldsmith for the financial support. Absolutely vital.
Thank you Christophe for doing all the design work for the event, and being so flexible when we changed our minds about things (frequently).

I would like to give a HUGE thank you to everyone who attended SOTR and made it such an unbelievable success. The figures are not in yet, but we’re really hoping to have made a great contribution to SAGA Charitable Trust (will keep you posted).

Congratulations to all those who graded over the weekend. Very well done to all of you.

Lastly I would like to say thank you to the person behind the decision to organise this year’s Seminar. He provided the ideas, the relaxed attitude, and the incredible ability to haggle for the best deals. An exceptional person, and always genuinely kind and humble, he is well deserving of the credit for SOTR 2011. Nice one Paul Smith.

Phil Eyers.
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SOTR Grading
Congratulations to those who graded at the South Of The River seminar 2011.

Candidates achieving Shodan (1st dan):

Sam Wills, Dave Larkins, Jon Pieterse
Matt Drinkwater, Lizzie Wisbey 
Nick Blackwell.
And a big well done to Jack Voss who reached Yondan (4th dan) !
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(From left to right: Sam, Dave Matt, Jon, Jack, Lizzie & Nick)
Events
Zen Eikoku Tomiki Aikido Renmei Grading
Essex Aikido Dojo (Shoshinkan) Waterside Farm Leisure Centre, Canvey Island, Essex. Saturday 17th December 2011. 2:30pm
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